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readily flakes off, anything stuck to it easily comes away,
bringing the surface of the board with it Publishers'
case books can be immensely strengthened by the use of
a really good paper as an end-paper. Dents, the
publishers, use a muslin-lined paper, folded round the
first and last sections for the ends of their specially
strengthened bindings, and this, acting in much the
same way as a second board, holds the slips securely,
especially when a good quality board is used.

Some publishers issue books with flat backs without
backing, and this answers very well for small books.
The backs of large and heavy books that are not backed
are apt to become permanently concave with use, and
as a necessary consequence of this the front edges pro-
trude in an ugly way and the lower edges rest on the shelf.

The best millboards, known as blackboard, are made
from old rope and are very hard and very expensive.
They are generally described as being hand-made, but
I do not know to what extent this description is a true
one. The next quality boards are known as machine-
made grey boards. These vary in quality, some being
nearly as hard as blackboard and others are as soft as
strawboard. The common board, known as strawboard,
is made from straw, and is mostly imported from
Holland. Strawboards also vary in quality; some are
hard and compact in texture, while others are soft and
brittle. Librarians are fond of specifying that the best
blackboards should be used in their work, but are not
so fond of paying the high cost of this material. Machine
boards of good quality serve quite well for most library
bindings.

In ordering binding the librarians should consider
the use to which the bound book is likely to be put.
For books that are likely to be much used there is
nothing to equal the standard library binding with the